though there is a deficiency in co-ordination of movement of the hand. She had a syphilitic history. The hemiplegia was preceded by a tingling sensation and a numbnessof the left arm and leg, which increased until it ended (within six weeks from the commencement) in complete motor paralysis and a deficiency in the perception of touch. The left side of the face was also slightly affected. This was accompanied by mental confusion and joss of memory.
Full anti-syphilitic treatment had been tried along with counter-irritation to the head, previous to her coming into the Royal Infirmary, and while she was in the medical wards of that institution.
Th?se did not seem to have relieved in the slightest the condition spoken of above.
Trephining was performed over the middle of the ascending frontal and parietal convolutions. Internal table of the disk removed was found softened and thicker than usual, having on its internal surface a series of projections or roughnesses, some protruding for nearly one-eightli of an inch beyond the general level. A second opening was made over the occipital region, and a similar thickening of the internal table was found.
Opposite to the first opening the dura mater was paler than normal, and somewhat thickened. It was elevated, and a false membrane of yellcw colour, and about one-sixteenth of an inch in thickness, was removed. An incision was made into the brain in the direction of the paracentral lobule, when a gush of grumous red-coloured fluid escaped out of the opening.
Its quantity was not measured, as it could not have been collected.
Aproximately, there would be about a couple of drachms. The brain pulsations previously were not discernible, but, after the escape of this collection of fluid, it was thought that very feeble pulsations were seen. Some of the surgeons standing by doubted the presence of the cerebral pulsation. The disks of bone were carefully divided into segments and replanted, and are now quite firm. Wounds treated without pus production.
The day after the operation she expressed herself as very much better.
On the third day she moved her toes. Within a week she lifted her leg from the bed and stated that she was so much better that she could turn in bed, and believed she could walk. The fingers were moved within a week. There is, however, an extremely strong odour of aldehyde exhaled by the breath, especially when three grammes have been taken. Asa hypnotic, it has proved itself superior to morphia and chloral ; the sleep produced being more calm, waking being also more easy, and unaccompanied by the pains in the hea l, attendant upon opium. But while chloral, and especially morphia, will allay pain without causing sleep, this is not the case with paraldehyde, which under these circumstances is powerless. It is, however, an excellent remedy in insomnia, and that even in cases of morphiomania ; its use in such a case, in the hands of Dr. Constantin Paul, having broken through the morphia-habit. It has yet to be determined whether the prolonged use of this substance may not induce disorders in the economy, analogous to those produced by alcohol, and further the stability of a substance which is an intermediate between alcohol and acetic acid, with a tendency to return to one or other of these bodies, has to be enquired into. 
